
 
 

SPCU Chairman’s Report for Season 2019 

 

Following from my first year as Chairman of the SPCU, there was inevitably going to be 
more rainfall in 2019 as the lasting memory I took from season 2018 was how much cricket 
we can play when the sun comes out! A record number of games and players in the SPCU 
and across the country. 2019 returned to the predictable Scottish form of being 
predominantly wet but I’m pleased to report that the SPCU continues to grow bucking the 
trend of many leagues across the country. This is due to all the hard work done by the clubs 
in the SPCU community. 

 

As always, I’d like to pay tribute and thanks to all the volunteers across the SPCU for all the 
hard work they do week in week out to not only prepare the fantastic pitches we play on but 
to those who facilitate the training sessions throughout the year, to those who make the 
teas and to those who assist in administrating the clubs and teams.  

 

The 2019 player survey was issued after the season and received over 200 replies. To those 
who took the time to complete this, thank you. This informed the Management Committee 
to areas which our playing population would like to see and has driven our agenda for 
change. One of the final questions asked what skills and assistance you could bring to the 
SPCU and there were over 10 anonymous offers of help. The SPCU Management Committee 
continues to be predominantly voluntary and would like to welcome those who offered their 
assistance to get in touch with one of us to chat further about how you could help. 

 

I’d like to finally thank all my colleagues on the various SPCU committees for their 
contribution throughout the year. My particular thanks and congratulations go to Dave 
Chambers who has ably filled the seat of Competitions Chair and we have been in frequent 
contact throughout the season spending many car journeys discussing the Union’s affairs. 
Due to work and other cricketing commitments linked to my umpiring career, I have 
intimated to the committee that I will be standing down at the end of season 2020 (that is 
unless the membership wishes rid of me sooner!). 

 

As I review the 2019 results ahead of the AGM, it really does hit home to me how successful 
the clubs in the SPCU were last year. 2 Scottish Cup Semi-Finalists (Stoneywood-Dyce and 
Arbroath United) Eastern Premier League Champions (Forfarshire), Murgitroyd T20 Cup 
Champions (Forfarshire), CSL Grand Final Champions (Forfarshire again!). 3 SPCU NE 



Championship teams (Strathmore, Perth Doo’cot and DHSFP) in the semi finals of the Gray 
Nicolls Challenge Cup, eventually won by Strathmore. Eastern Premier Division qualification 
for Meigle after winning against Edinburgh CC. Stoneywood Dyce remaining up in the 
Eastern Premier League after being promoted in 2019. 

 

I was delighted when hearing that Falkland U16 team reached the Scottish Cup Final to be 
beaten on the day by a very talented Grange team.  

 

The clubs in the SPCU also successfully held the World Cricket League ODI series and the 
ICC Womens’ World Cup Qualifier in 2019. It was also great to see the talent in our area 
being recognised with national team call ups for both the men and womens’ teams. 

 

Unfortunately, Aberdeenshire CC were demoted from the Eastern Premier League which was 
not helped by the sudden illness of their Professional Solo Nqweni who was admitted to 
Aberdeen Royal Infirmary with a life threatening virus. I’m sure you will wish me in sending 
our best wishes to Solo and his family for the safe journey home to South Africa and a 
speedy recovery. I cannot deny that while we do welcome Aberdeenshire CC’s 1st XI to the 
league, the knock-on consequences have given our committee some serious heads 
scratching moments! 

 

Finally, I would like to continue our thanks to Breedon Group who provided sponsorship in 
2019 and look forward to working with them closely in 2020. Should anyone know of any 
potential opportunities for the SPCU to raise additional sponsorship then please do let me 
know. 

 

My best wishes to you and the clubs in the SPCU for 2020. 

 

Ryan Milne  

 

SPCU Chair.  

 


